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¥V Bixteen yecars ag
- art Lansing Pittman, ayoung
Marxine lieutenant, commanded
a Chinese guerrilla junk in a
bizarre postscript to the era
of wooden ships and iron men.
. Off the China ceast, sailing
| for Shanghai, Lieutenant Pitt-
man and his two-junk squad-
armed Japarnese
., Man junkd whose conti:-
. . mander apparent-
j . inthe ly refused ~to
i News helieve that
o .~ World War II end-
ed the previous week.
' The Japanese opened fire
© with. a_ deck-mounted field
gun; the Americans and Chi~-
nese replied with small arms.
. After a bloody twenty-minute
. battle, Lieutenant Pittman
" triumphantly boarded the
¢ vyanguished ‘foe, The war, for
* him, Was finally over.
. Ledn, intense and soft-
“.spoken, Mr. Pittman, at 42,
"“has less dangerous but still
" formifable work to do. Newly
. “established in a small office
on the Pentagon “E” or “Big
Brasg’ ring, he is the nation’s
first. Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Civil Defense.
He directs a new $207,600,-
000 project on problems of
non-military defense, long re-
garded with apathy by Con-
gress, the :public and the
. Pentagon, 7>

Ralsed on East Side

Mr. Pittmign came to the
Pentagon from a prosperous
Washington law practice. “If
1 weren't .convinced that the
President and [Defense] Sec-
retary McNamara were be-
hind the program, I'd never
have taken the job,” he says.

He is a member of an old
Maryland family, although he
was born June 6, 1919, during
a family stay In Albany, N. Y.
His father was a_  chemical
executive, T

The boy wag raised on Man-
hattan’s Bast Side, and went
to St. Paul's. School and
Yale (Class of 1), )

He spent his summers
hitchiking, hopping freight
cars and taking odd jobs out
West. “That was as impor-
tant as any other part of my
education,” he recalls.

Mr. Pittman’ became in-
volved in World War IIL be-

‘fore his country did. After
‘ Yale he wound up as man-
"ager in British India -for the
Chinese ~ National Aviation
Company, a mysterious sub-
sidiary of Pan American Air-
ways, which was quietly fer-
rying supplies to war-torn
China. ’

The customer was  the

American volunteer group,
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the Flying Tigers, then en-.

gaged in shooting down Jap~
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Leaves the limelight to
: " others.

States were not then at war
with Japan, Mr., Pitiman’s
work was delicate, “I learned
then that somehow you can
always get something done if
you try,” he recalls.

Trekked Home to Enlist

He hitchhiked half around
the world after the attack on
Pearl Harbor to enlist *at
home in the Marine Corps.
He spent the last elghteen
months of the war leading
guerrilla ‘units on the East
China coast. After the post-
war naval battle he was
awarded the Silver Star.

Adventures behind him, Mr.
Pittman ‘was graduated from

Yale L.aw School in 1848,

Two years later he was’in
Washington in the first of

several foreign aid posts he

was to hold.

A Democrat, but not a Ken-
nedy campaigner, Mr. Pitt-
man was picked for the
Pentagon by Deputy Defense
Secretary Roswell L. Gil-
patric. “He was bright and
able,” a McNamara aide re-
calls. “He could do the job.”

Mr. Pittman works meth-~
odically from 7:30 A. M. to
8 P. M. He has assembled
what he calls a “bright but
anonymous”’ staff. As a
speaker he is calm and al-
most shy. He leaves the lime-
light to -others.

On Sundays he and his
wife, the formeér Barbara Mil-
burn White, and their six

-children head for the family

farm in near-by Maryland. A
devoted agriculturist,
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